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TO THE | 
PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION 


or MONTREAL 


My VERY DEAR BRETHREN, 


"HIS Sermon was lately addreſsed to you 

from the Pulpit. it gives me the fincereſt 
Joy to underſtand, that it gave univerſal ſatis- 
faction ta my audience. In, compliance with the 
requeſt of many who heard it, and ſome who 
were abſent upon that occaſion, it is now ad- 
drefled to you from the Preſs. That all my 
public and private Addrefles to you, may have 
the happy effect, to make you faithful to your 
God, your King, your Brethren of mankind, 
and yourſelves, ſhall ever be the earneſt with 
and prayer of, my very dear Brethren, 


Your affectionate miniſter and very 


humble ſervant in the Lord, 
JOHN YOUNG, 
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SE R M O N 


Freachel in the PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: 


I. ww 22 Ch. I &2 vs. 


N Exhon therefore, that firſtof all, ſupplications, 
(I) prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks be 
* 5 for all men, For kings, and for all that are 


in authority, that we may lead a . and peaceable 
life f in all Godlineſs and honeſty. 


TE are firſt brought acquainted with the (Vow and 
VV faithful Evangeliſt to whom this epiſtle is direct- 
ed, at the „beginning ofthe ſixteenth Chapter of the Acts of 
the Apes tles. We find he was a native of Lyſtra in Aſia 
Minor, his Father was a Greek : but his grand-mother 
Lois, and mother Eunice, being plous and devout jewiſh 
women, bleſſed with the gift of the ſpirit, and Aled with 
an earneſt defire to promore the glory of God, had trained 
him up from a child in the knowledge of the Scriptures 
of truth, Which by the bleſſing of God could make him 
wiſe unto ſalvation. His name was T imothy or Tim- 
otlieus given him no doubt by his pious relations, a 
name ſtrongly expreſſive of their earneſt deſire that 5 
mMould ever be a fearer of his God, and devoted to his 
ſervice. 

When that eminent faint the Apoſtle Paul in the courſe 
of his miniſtry. came to Lyſtra, he found among other 
diſciples this pious youth, of good report among the 
brethren. Paul, being well informed of his qualifica- 
tions, wiſhed him to be his companion and fellow 
labourer” in- the work. of tlie Land. He circumciſed 
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becauſe of the jews in thoſe parts, afterwards he and 
the Preſbytery at Lyſtra ordained him, and fet him 
ſolemnly apart for the work of a Goſpel miniſter. He 
became a faithful ſervant cf the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
very zealous to promote his glory and intereſts, on that 
account he was much beloved by Paul, who calls him 
his dear fon in the faith and his faithful fellow worker. 
He was with Paul at Macedonia, Philippi, Theſſa- 
lonica, and Berea, he went with him alſo to Athens, 
from whence he was ſent to confirm, encourage and com- 
fort the Chriſtians at Theſſalonica under their perſecutions. 
He afterwards returned to Paul at Corinth, was with 
him and employed by his direction in ſeveral places for 


_fome years, after which he was left at Epheſus to ſettle 


the affairs of that infant church, and eſtabliſh thoſe young 
converts more and more in the faith of the Goſpel. It 
was while at Epheſus. that he received from Paul this firſt 
Epiſtle, a part of which we have now read in your hear- 


ing. This is an epiſtle which contains the moſt prudent, 


and proper, and pious advices, well calculated for the 


encouragement and direction of a young Preacher of the 
Goſpel, eſpecially in this evangeliſt's ſituation, who had 


many difficulties to encounter. Indeed the directions 
here given are of importance to every miniſter of Chriſt, 
in every period of the chriſtian church, and in none more 
than the preſent. But the advices are not confined to 
the miniſters of religion but many of them are of chief 
importance, and well deſerve the attention of all chris- 
tians, among theſe the words of my text in a ſpecial 
manner claim our careful conſideration. I exhort there- 
fore that firſt of all ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, 
and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings, 
and for all that are in authority, that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all Godlineſs and honeſty, 

- : Theſe words, tho' originally addreſſed to Timothy 


and intended to guide him in ſome parts of his public 


devotional exerciſes, were alſo in general addreſſed to 
every church member in the days of Timothy: the ſame 


addreſs comes not only to the various miniſters of Chriſt, 


but, alſo to their people at the time in which we live. 
3 - In 


In further diſcourſing from the verſes of our reading 
in dependance on divine grace we ſhall conſider the ſeve- 
ral parts of the Apoſtles exhortation, and then call up 
your attention to ſome improvement of the ſubject. 

In the the fiiſt place we have the exerciſe of prayer here 
injoin'd, the words the Apoſtle uſes in giving the charge, 
ſupplications, prayers, intercęſſions, are ſtrongly ex- 
preſſive of his earneſt deſire to inforce the duty upon all, 
and that all ſhould be very earneſt in their acdreſses to 
the throne cf grace. They were not to fit down con- 
tented with tranſient and formal addreſees to their God; 
but they were to be frequent and fervent, and carefully 
ſuit their requeſts to the varied ctr cumſtances of the time, 
place, and ſituation cf thoſe for whom their ſupplica- 
tions were made; for requeſts that might be proper in 
one place and at one time in behalf of certain perſons, 
might be improper upon another occaſion, and for other 
Peiſaons. Thetefore is it that in the early periods of the 
church of Chriſt, this part of devotion in public and in 
private was varied as cil cumſtances or ſituations requir- 
ed, and no ſet forms were in uſe: theſe were introduced 
at a latter and leſs fervent and pure period of the 
church. 

Prayer hath ever been in uſe not only among jews but 
Pagans, and frequently and warmly enjoined on Chriſti- d 
ans ; and ſuppoſeth three things. 

In the firſt place a lively ſenſe of our great dependance 
and our many wants. Our dependent Gituation leads us 
to acknowledge a ſuperior, raiſes the mind to thatſupreme, 
being who is the former of bodies, the father of our ſpirits 
and the preſerver of our lives, and begets in us theſe ſen- 


timents of reverence and humility which expreſs them- 


ſelves in the language of adotation on the one hand, and 


confeſſion on the other. Our numerous and our returning 


wants carry us without ourſelves for aſſiſtance, and find 
ing that the help of men is oſten vain, we apply to the 
ſource of every bleſſing for the ſupplies we want, ſenſible 
that our wants are daily returning we ſhould daily renew 
our applications to the fountain of perfection. The more 


deep and proper our impreſſions ofo our de pendent _ 
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the more frequent and the more earneſt will he curapplioa- 
tions to him in whom all fulneſs dwells, and the more cate- 
full we will be to walk as children dependant on the 
bounties of their heavenly ſather ; thus ſhall we approve 
ourſelves the ſons of God, be more gratefal for his 
many favours, and expreſs our gratitude not only in words 
but in deed, | 
In the ſecond place. Prayer ſuppoſeth that the Lord 
alone is our all ſufficient h lp, was not this the caſe, our 
prayers muſt be often in vain, we ſind that our applications 
to even the greateſt of tlie ſons of men oſten fail of their 
deſired end, from their inability to do what we requeſt: 
no ſuch diſap; pointment can be on the part of God. If our 
requeſts are not anſwered it is either becauſe they are 
improper in themſclves,, or we in an inproper frame 
and preſent them not in the manner which the 
hearer of prayerhath pointed out; he is the ſource of all we 
can pofiibly want, with him are not only abundant tem- 
22 but ſpiritual bleſſings, for he is good unto all and 
is tender mercies are over all his works. To him we 
may therefore approach in the fulleſt aſſurance, that as 
he hath in ſtore ſo he will generouſly give grace and 
glory, and will withhold no good from them that walk 
uprightly. | 
And this brings me to obſerve in the third place that 
Prayer ſuppoſeth a firm belief that the Lord is not only 
able but willing to hear and anſwer our requeſts. To 
give evidence of this was the g grand defirn of every diſs 
cCovery of the ſacred page, that the Lord is willing to 
hear, to anſwer, to forgive, direct, ſupport, defend, and 
comfort, is the uniform language of his holy word. 
He expreſsly promiſes to hear when we would call unto 
him, to liſten to the voice of our ſupplications, and not 
to forſake the prayers of the deſtitute; yea he hath declar- 
edi in the moſt ſolemn manner that he is not willing that 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentence, 
as a proof of this, the ſon of his boſom hath declared that 
in aſking we; ſhall- receive, in ſceking we ſhall find, in 
Pane it ſnall be opened to us, yea that whatſoever: 
{Rell af: the father in the name of the ſon. we ſhall. 


T e celve. ? 


receive. That we. might have the beft. encouragement 


wo approach. cur God in prayer, and the fulleſt affurance: 


of a gracious anſwer, mer cy and grace are the leadingand 
the brighteſt lines in chat ſc! cheme ofredemption which isthe 


glory of God, the wonder of Angels, and, the ſpecial. | 


intereſt of men: it originated 1 in love, was accompliſhed 
with a moſt generous diſplay of the tendereſt mercy, gives 
grace and conducts to glory, the whole andevery part point- 


ing forth in the moſt amiable and evident manner the mani- 
fold compaſſions of the Lord, that his mercy endureth for- 


ever andhis grace faileth never, therefore thoſe who come 
unto him he will. in nowiſe caſt out, but as they approach 
in faith his holy throne, he will confer on them pardoning 
mercy and aſſiſting grace. J 

But While we have the nobleſt encouragement 
to approach the Lord our God in the exerciſe of prayer 
we mult. remember that it is only tha effectual fervent 
Prayer of a rightecus man which availeth much: that 
clean hands and a pure heart, that is holineſs. of heart 
and. life, are indiſpenſably neceſlary. to approach the 
Lord. with acceptance in this as well. as. in every ordi- 
nance of his. appointment. Would. we therefore wiſh. 
25 the Lord would hear and anfwer our requeſts, let 

hera be for things agreeable to his will, preſented infaith 
1 name of his ton. Jeſus Chriſt,, with that temper , and 
theſe diſpoſitions of foul which. become the children and 
worſhippers of the one only living and. true God. May 
the Lord. give us the ſpint of prayer, hear and anſwer 
fromacaven the habitation of his holineſs. 

The next thing which demands our attention is for 
whom ſhould cur prayers be made, they are not to be 
confined to our ſelves, our own ſect or party, but. to be: 
made for all men. The prayers of ancient Iſrael were 
in general confined. to their own nation, and with many? | 
of them to. thoſe: of their own. peculiar opinions Such 
however is not the ſpirit of the Goſpel of Chriſt, whoſe. 
diſtinguiſhing excellence it is that it wiſhetlr and triech ; to 

omote the happineſs of thewhole human race, the genu- 
ine chriſtian expreſſeth not only his frequent and his ardent 
wiſh, but uſeth his ſtrongeſt exertions that the ne 
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of mankind may become the nations of the faviour 
Jeſus, the ſons of God by regeneration and denizens of 
the heavenly Jeruſelem : wherever we ſhow 2 more con- 
trated ſpirit or leſs liberal exertions, we forget the 
charge of our Apoſtle to pray for all men, yea of 
the Saviour himſelf who ſolemnly enjoins us to pray even 
for our enemies. | 5 

In the words of our reading we are in a ſpecial manner 
charged to pray for kings, becauſe they have much in- 
fluence and many opportunities of doing good. They need 
the prayers of the faithful for they muſt encounter many 
d!/-alties, are expoſed to much danger, and liable to many 
temptations. That kings are an authority of divine 
appointment will ſtand in need of little proof; the ſolemn 
manner in which the kings of Iſrael were appointed and 
inſtalled, the ſpecial manner in which they were guarded 
by divine precept and divine providence, with that 
ſevere veng-ance which ever overtook their enemies, 
are convincing proofs that they were the ſpecial care of hea- 
ven. Even in the rcords of the Goſpel we are informed 
that the powers that be are ordained of God. We are 
called to fear God and honor the king, and pray for our 
kings, the whole pointing out, that ſuch ſovereign rulers 
are neceſſary among mankind- and their authority hath 
the ſpecial ſanction of heaven. Nor does it invalidate 
the force of mine aſſertion, that Jehovah was diſpleaſed 
With Iſrael for aſking a king, it was not the wiſh nor the 
ll. thing · ſought which ſeemed to be the cauſe of the divine 
diſpleaſure, but their murmuring againſt the appointment 
Of Heaven, and their wiſh to imitate the cuſtoms of the 
idolatrous nations around them. Nor does it appear 
from the facred volume that a breach ot truſt, or even 
an act of oppreſſion in this ſupreme magiſtrate made his 
claim to royalty void, or abſolved his ſubjects from their 
allegiance. Theſe were crimes the puniſhment of which 
was reſerved to him to whom yengeance belongs, and 
for which in his own time and way he would viſit them 


with judgements, but gives no encouragement for any 


wanton retalliation on the part of the ſubjects, this in- 
deed would have been extremely dangerous, for caprice 
3 f | or 


11 : Sy | 
or ſome impious * would more frequently have ſet᷑ 
the rabble to work than any juſt cauſe of complaint or 
occaſion for rebellion. It is the ſolemn and pointed 
charge of heaven to be ſubject to the powers that are, 
and pray for our kings even ſhould there be ſome things 

in their adminiſtration which may be the juſt object of 
cenſure. 5 : 
Wherever prayer is enjoined in behalf of any deſcrip- 
tion of our fellow men, we are not only to expreſs our 
friendly wiſhes in their favour, but alſo employ our good 
offices according to our abilities and opportunities. Pray- 
er does not conſiſt in the expreſſions of the lip, but the 
effuſions of the heart if the reqyeſts we preſent to cur 
heavenly Father's throne be from the heart, our conduct a 
in every department of life will correſpond with theſe. 
In vain therefore do we wiſh our brother God ſpeed 
unleſs we are alſo careful to give him every friendly aid 
which may be in our power and he may need. Hence 
1t will follow that when we wiſh our Sovereign 
every perſonal, domeſtic, and kingly grace and bleſſing, 
we muſt alſo give every exertion of our perſons when 
neceſſary, and even contribute a part of our property to 
dp cpa and ſecure the intereſt, the dignityy and ſafety of 
is Crown. By doing otherwiſe we counteract the divine 
command, and give the lie to our own ſolemn engage- 
ments, over ſuch may our Government take up, the 
complaintofthe Prophet, I have nouriſhedand brought up 
children and they have rebelled againſt me. . 
W hat then ſhall we ſay to thoſe who oppoſe either 
by word or action, the perſon, the councils, or opera- 
tions of their ſovereign? What can we ſay but what Jehovah 
himſelf hath declared that no one can ſtretch forth his 
hand againſt the Lords anointed and be guiltleſs, who 
ever attempted to do ſo and profpered. Hath not 
divine vengeance been poured ſooner or latter, at far- | 
theſt on the third generation of thoſe who have plotted | 
againſt Gods vicegerent in the perſon of their ſovereign? 
Witneſs every inſtance of the kind on record either in 
ſacred or profane hiſtory, from him who ſought by 
rebellious force to poſſeſs his Father's throne, to that 
| miſcreant 
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%andwho from a mock tribunal; ignobly harried to the 
block a Britiſh Monarch. The names of ſuch have 
become extinct and but for infamy their memorials are 
periſhed from the earth. Let us then beware of trifling 
with the peate of nations, or ſporting with authorities. 
eſtabliſhed hy heaven, but let us tearn after the advice of 
unerring wiſdom, to render honor to whom honor 15 
due, ſubjection to whom ſubjection, and to Ceſar, the 
things which are Cefars. In every ſituation let us care- 
'fully perform the duties we owe to our fupertors, inferiors, 
or equals. Let the anarchy, diſtreſs, rapine, maſacres 
andregicides of other nations teach us to approve, obſerve, 
and obey the Apoſtles exhortation to make ſupplications, 
Prayers, interceſſions and giving ef thanks for all men 
for kings and all that are in authority. When we con- 
ſider that this advice was given to thoſe carly chi iſtians 
Who lived under heathen kings and magiſtrates, who 
oſten + unſheathed the perſecuting ford, and made it 
ſtalk among them with horrid eruelty, and yet for theſe 
their prayers were addreſsed to the throne of God, how 
much ſtronger our obligations and how much greater our 
encouragement to pray for the beſt of Sovereigns, who 1s 
indeed a nurſing Father to our churches, and rejoice in a 
moſt excellent Conſtitution by which every man's civil 
and religious Eberty is fully ſecured. Especially we of 
this highly favoured Province have the greateſt reaſon to 
be thankful to the king of kings, for the diſtinguiſhing 
bleſſings both of a temporal and ſpiritual nature, which we 
enjoy from the countenance and protection of our gracious 
Sovereign. In this I rejoice; that in your loyal attachment to 
your king you have everbeen exemplary, may your exam- 
ple ever continue, with continuance increaſe in brightneſs, 
and may its influence far and effectually prevail. 
| Me have next in the Apoftles charge one great reaſon 
\| why we ought thus to pray for kings and for all in autho- 
l rity, it is, that we may lead a quiet and/peaceirble life. 
if 
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Worldly peace is a great ingredient in earthiy happi- 
| neſs, ſpiritual peace conſtitutes an eſſential part of our 
| Fpirttual joys, and is a noble preparative for that eternal 
9 -reſt which awaits the people of God in heaven. But 
| +22! bop DH, when 
| 

| 


1 
vhen's a nation is haraſsed ether. with internal broils or 
external foes, or under troubles and perſecutions, this 
muſt marr their earthly comfort, is often unfriendly to 
to the growth of grace, and theſe comforts which flow 
from the pure and undefiled religion of Jeſus. Let us 
therefore to our prayers add our endeavours, thac 
peace may ever remain and be eſtabliſned in our land, 
that our earthly bleſſings may not be impaired, nor our 
ſpiritual 3 joy decreaſe. In which pious wiſh and noble—- 
exertions may all unite with heart and hand, but, 
{till confider theſe as only the means of obtaining the 
| promiſed bleWng, let us over the whole commit our 
way to the Lord, and he will eftabliſh the thoughts 
of our hearts and bring to paſs what concerns his gloty 
and our good, Thus may we hope to live ,a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honefty. The 
firſt of, theſe regards the duties we owe to our God, 
the latter ſuch as we owe to our fellow men. God- 
lineſs is however often put for the whole practical part 
of religion, and as ſuch is gieat gain, having the 
promiſe of the life which now is and that which is to. 
come. It is well known that when a nation is em- 
broiled by domeſtic or foreign foes, both the public 
and ptivate exeiciſes of religion are in great danger 
of being interrupted. Who then would not wiſh that 
a king 1 may long reign and a conſtitution exift under 
v hoſe mild auſpices, every man hath been fo long allowed 
to fit under his own vine and own fig-tree, and wor- 
ſhip the God of his Fathers according to the dictates 
of his conſcience and the word of God and none to make 
him afraid. Such as may think they can ſer divine 
vengeance at defiance, therefore laugh at ſacred things and 
account religion an impoſition, yea, perhaps may have gone 
the awful length of trying to expunge the name of God 
from the earth, fuch may think or ſay what they will, but 
the cauſe is the Lord's and he will maintain and defend it, | 
and one thing is certain, he will ever guard the righteous. 
To our godlineſs let us be careful to add honeſty, for 
. What avails cur moſt ſolemn profeſſions, or cur moſt fo 
lemn ſervices of religion, without a ſtrict attention to 
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that noble maxim, do to others as ye would wiſh they 

Mould do to you. What avails the ſhadow without. 
the ſubſtance. and what avails the temple without the 
Honeſty not only forbids 
to take what is not qQur own, but implies on the other 
hand the moſt punctual obſervance of every duty 
and performance of every obligation we owe to our bre- 
theren of mankind, therefore it requires induftry in our 
profeſſions, juſtice in our dealings, faithfulneſs in our 
contracts, relief and advice when in our power to all who 
may need them. Since then godlineſs and honeſty com- 
prehend our various duties to God, and to one another 
are the intereſt and honor of the man, the privilege. 
and the glory of the chriſtian, who would not wiſh to 
enjoy every means of poſſeſſing them, and to exemplify 
them in every part of his conduct? Let us then be 
earneſt in prayer for all men, for kings, and for all 
in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godlineſs and honeſty. Let it however 
ſtill be remembred that the means of obtaining theſe 
things are only in our power, we can aſk the 
bleſſing but God alone can give it. Let us put our 
truſt in the Lord and leave the event of all to him. 
Let us not be wanting to ourſelves and he will not 
be wanting to us. Over all we receive as a nation, as 


a church, as families, or individuals, let us give thanks 


unto the name of God, and aſcribe unto him the glory 
remembring that all we are, we have, or expect, is 
owing to the favour and grace of that bountiful and 
gracious God, who giveth liberally and upbraideth 
none. | 

As the improvement of what hath been ſaid, conſider 
the neceſſity and importance of prayer, there is no part 


of our devotions more fiequently and ſolemnly enjoined 
in the book of God. To thoſe who approach Jehovah's 


throne of grace in the manner which he requires, he hath 
romiſed the moſt comprehenſive and intereſting bleſs- 
ings, he will 'never be wanting to thoſe who ſeek, 


fear, and ſerve him in ſincerity and truth, whereas 


en the other hand he hath denounced the moſt Slarming 5 
ls an 


K 


And exemplary ven alice on thoſe nations ahd people 
Who negle& to call on his name. What we ſay to 
one we ſoy to all; pray always, pray without ceaſing. ' 
Be careful to follow the things which make for peace 
and for mutual edification, cultivate that nobleſt grace 
bf charity which thinketh no evil, but ſuffereth ton 
and is kind it will remain and improve, When faith aft 
be loſt in viſion and hope. in full enjoyment. Union 1 
councils and exertiohs, for the public welfare, for thi 
es, and dignity of our gracious Sovereign, wick 
1at of his auguſt houle, and the ſafety of our exdellent 
donſtitution, will ſecure us quiet and peaceable lives 
and give us the beſt opportunity of cultivating thie 
amiable fruits of righteonſneſs. Let us for This HY rpoſe 
be careful to diſcover in every part of dür cofduct the 
ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit: Thus ſhall we 
approve ourſelves the followers of God as deaf children 
and the diſciples of the condeſcending Saviour who 
kindly invites us to come unto him, take his yoke 
which is eaſy and his burden which is light and learn 
of him who is meek and lowly, thus ſhall we fhun that 
anarchy and thoſe private cabbals which muſt ever be 
the ruin of any people, and enjoy that unanimity 
integrity and mutual confidence which will exalt a 
nation. „ | | 
In obedience to the command of our God and in 
imitation of the ſpotleſs example of the illuſtrious 
Prince of peace, let us in every ſtation or. ſituation of 
life ſhow theſe diſtinguiſhing graces of the ſpirit which 
are love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 
neſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance againſt ſuch there is 
no law. Wherever theſe are there is preſent comfort and a 
pleaſing hope of future glory, where they are not there 
can be no real happineſs in earth and no ſecurty of 
heavenly joys, for ſays the divine ſpirit, without holineſs 
no man ſhall ſee. the Lord, whenever we negle& to 
cultivate holineſs in heart and in life we are wanting 
in reſpe&t to God, and affection for ourſelves, act a 
part beneath the dignity of our nature, anſwer not the 
grand purpoſe of our creation, and deliberately forgo 
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